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IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend Paragraph [0016] as follows: 

[0016] According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly adapted for 
insertion into a pocket defined by a walled receptacle provided on an upper surface of a railcar 
bolster. The side bearing assembly includes a spring and a walkd housing defining a cavity Qt 
recess extending therethrough and open at opposite ends, and a spring having a first end for 
abuLling against a por t ion uf the upper surface of said r aflca rborst er; and a s e cond end, axially 
spaced from the first end . The body member is configured to fit within the walled receptacle on 
the upper surface of the bolster. The side bearing housing and wall ed receptacle define aoir of 
confronting surfaces disposed to opposite sides of an ax is defined bv the side bearing assembly. 
The side bearing assembly further includes an apparatus orjerabrv engapable with the walled 
recepatcle and the the side bearing housing for operablv securing the hou sing agaisnt movement 
relative to the railcar bolster A rap k arrang e d at the - second end of or friction me m ber overlies 
one end of and transmits loads to the spring. The cap is mounted for reciprocatory guided 
movements by and relative to the housing, with a generally flat railcar body engaging portion on 
the cap being positioned relative to the housing and the walled enclosure by the spring. 

Please amend Paragraph [0018] as follows; 

[0018J The In one form, the apparatus for ooerabrv securing the side bearing assembly housing 
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relative to the railcar bolster furthermore preferably includes spacers or inserts fo r loca t ing and 
securing the side bea r ing assembly wi t hin t he walled rec e ptacle on th e bolster , In one form, th e 
walled housing of the bearing assembly and th e walled receptacle on the bolster includ e a pair of 
ujjifionting surfaces disposed to opposed sides o f an u p standing axis defined by the bearing 
■ assembly. On e Preferable one spacer is insertable into each opening between each pair of 
confronting surfaces so as to locate and secure the side bearing assembly housing within the 
walled receptacle on the bolster. 

Please amend Paragraph [0020] as follows: 

[0020] According to another aspect, there is provided a side bearing assembly configured for 
accommodation in a rectangularly shaped, open top receptacle piujecting fro m a on an upper 
surface of a railcar bolster. The receptacle has a pair of spaced side walls and a pair of spaced end 
walls. The side bearing assembly includes a spring with a Gist e nd adapted for abutting 
engagement with the bols t e r, and a housing having wall struc t u r e defining a cavity e xt e nding 
tliei e lluough wherein the spring is accommodated . In a preferred form, the housing waft 
Structure extends u i' mimf e rentially about llie spring has a gener a lly rectangular shape including 
two sides and two ends, with erach side and each end being disposed to opposite sides of an axis 
defined by the side bearing assembly. The generally rectangular shape of the housing loosely fits 
within the open top receptacle on the railcar bolster . A cap is positioned by and overlies a second 
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an end of said the spring. The cap is guided for telescopic movements relative to the bearing 
housing and includes a generally flat portion defining an upper extreme of the side bearing 
assembly following insertion of the side bearing assembly into operable combination with said 
railcar bolster. An apparatus is furthermore provided for positively securing and positioning the 
side bearing assembly housing relative to the railcar bolster. 

Please amend Paragraph [0021] as follows; 

[0021] In one form, the railcar side bearing assembly has a measurable distance ranging generally 
between 2.5 inches and 4.5 inches between an upper extreme of the side bearing assembly and the 
bolster surface after the bearing assembly after is accommodated in the receptacle on the bolster. 
Preferably, the spring is configured such that an upper portion of the bearing assembly is 
positioned above an upper extreme of the walls of the receptacle on the bolster as long as the side 
bearing assembly spring is in an uncompressed state and when initial loadings are directed against 
the side bearing assembly during operation of the railcar on which the side bearing assembly is 
arranged in operable combination^. 

Please amend Paragraph [0024] as follows: 

(0024) In one form, the aide bearing ass e mbly - d e fines an ax i s ex t ending generally normal t o t he 
surface on the bols t er ada p ted - t o be abutted by the first e nd o f th e sp r ing, hi i t s p r efe r r ed fo rm, 
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the wall structure of th e bearing housing has a g e ncraUy rectangular shape including two side 
walls and t wo ends walls. Each side wall And each end wall uf tin bearing housi n g wall structure 
is disposed to o pp o site sides o f the side bearing assembly axis, and whe r ein t he generally 
r ecta n gula r shap e of th e wall structure o f the bea r ing housircg - loosely fits within and ii> sur r ounded 
byth e-Te c e ptauli uu ll^ e■ Uo^s^eJ ^ . The end walls ends of the side bearing housing and the end 
walls of the receptacle on the bolster define a pair of confronting surfaces disposed to opposite 
sides of the side bearing assembly axis. Each pair of confronting surfaces has at a surface portion 
inclined with respect to the other surfece such that the surfaces diverge away from each other as 
they extend away from said the upper bolster surfece adapted to be e ngaged by the spring 
whereby defining a wedge-shaped opening therebetween. In one form, the apparatus for 
positively securing the side bearing assembly to the upper surface of said bolster includes spacers 
or inserts insertable into each wedge-shaped opening defined by the confronting surfaces on the 
housing and the receptacle to inhibit endwise shifting movements of side bearing assembly r e lative 
t o the walled enclo s u r e housing relative to the railcar holster . Preferably, each spacer is 
configured as a wedge shim. 

Please amend Paragraph [0025] as follows: 

[0025] According to still another aspect, there is provided a constant contact l o w p r ofile side 
bearing assembly configured for insertion into a walled receptacle provided on a railcar bolster. 
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The side bearing assembly includes a b o ttomless housing assembly configured to fit within the 
walled receptacle on the bolster and defining a recess extending through the housing and is open 
at opposite ends. The housing and walled receptacle define a pair of confronting surfaces 
arranged on opposed sides of an axis defined by the side bearing assembly, has a icUtivtly flat 
r ailcar body engaging surface defining an uppe r en d o f the housing, and an Uastcim e ric A spring is 
configured for insertion within said housing assembly and beneath said laikav body engaging 
surfac e fo r p ro viding said side bearing assembly wi t h a pred e termined preload force oapabilr t y r 
On e end o f the s p ring e xt e nds through the housing for direct engagement with the bols t er. In on e 
fonnranfetanee ranging between about 2.5 inches and about 4. 5 inches is pr o vid e d between the 
railcar body engaging surface and a low er e dge - of the bottomless h o using. In a prefenul form; an 
apparatus, opcrably engagable with die walled r eceptacle and the b o ttoml e ss housing assembly, is 
provided f o r loeating the side bearing ass e mbly -r elative to the railcar bolster . . Inserts are provided 
for securing the housing of the side bearing assembly within the walled receptacle. At least one 
insert is positionable between the confronting surfaces on the walled receptacle and the housing 
on each side of the side bearing assembly. A cap overlies one end of the spring. According to 
this aspect, the cap is mounted for reciprocatorv guided movements bv and relative to the 
housing. A generally flat railcar body engaging portion on the cap is positioned relative to the 
housing and the walled receptacle bv the spring. 
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Please amend Paragraph [0042] as follows: 

[0042] In a preferred form, the housing or cage 50 of the side bearing is preferably formed from 
metal and,, as illustrated in FIG. 3, has walls or upstanding wall structure configured to fit within 
the walled receptacle 26 on the railcar bolster 16. Returning to FIG. 2, the wall structure on 
bearing housing 50 preferably extends circumferentially about the spring 70 and defines a cavity 
52 extending therethrough and open at opposite ends. In the illustrated embodiment, the marginal 
edge of cavity 52 has a generally rectangular profile. As shown, wall s t mc t u r c- of bearing 
housing 50 includes pair of generally parallel and spaced vertical side walls sides 53 and 54 
disposed to opposed lateral sides of the bearing assembly axis 44 and a pair of generally parallel 
and spaced end walls ends 55 and 56 joined to the sides 53. 54 and disposed to opposed 
longitudinal sides of the bearing assembly axis 44. 

Please amend Paragraph [0043] as follows: 

[0043] In the illustrated embodiment, the lateral distance between the outer surfaces of sides or 
side walls 53, 54 of bearing housing 50 is slightly less than the lateral distance between inner 
surfaces of the side walls 33, 34 of the receptacle 26 into which bearing 40 is to be fitted whereby 
limiting lateral or sideways movements of the bearing 40, especially during railcar use. Because 
the bearing housing 50 is loosely accommodated within pocket 38, the lower end of the bearing 
housing 50 sits on the upper bolster surface 28 following insertion of the side bearing assembly 40 
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into the bolster receptacle 26. Bearing housing 50 is preferably configured such that, with the 
lower extreme of bearing housing 50 engaging bolster surface 28, upper ends of the walls 53, 54, 
55 and 56 terminate below the upper extreme edge of the receptacle 26 on the bolster 16. 

Please amend Paragraph [0044] as follows: 

[0044] The cap or friction member 60 is also preferably formed from metal. As shown, cap 60 
overlies and transmits loads to the spring 70 during operation of the bearing assembly 40. As 
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4, cap 60 has a top plate 61 defining a generally flat surface 62 adapted 
to frictionally engage and establish metal-to-metal sliding contact with the car body underside 42. 
In the illustrated embodiment, cap 60 includes walls or wall structure depending from and 
preferably formed integral with the top plate 61 . In one form, the depending walls or wall 
structure on cap 60 cooperates with the upstanding walls or wall structure on housing 50 to 
guide cap 60 for generally coaxial movements relative to housing 50. 

Please amend Paragraph [0052] as follows: 

[0052] Side bearing assembly 40 further includes an apparatus, generally indicated in FIGURES 2 
and 6 by reference numeral 80. In a preferred form, apparatus 80 is arranged in operable 
combination with the bearing housing 50 and wall structure of the bolster housing 26 for 
positively securing and positioning the side bearing assembly 40 relative to the truck bolster 16. 
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More specifically, and as shown in FIG. 2 and 4. apparatus 80 is operably engagable with the wall 
structure of the housing or receptacle 26 and the body member or side bearing housing SO for 
operablv securing the body member or side bearing housing 50 against movement relative to the 
railcar bolster 16, 
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